ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


TO  THE 


PORT  HEALTH  AUTHORITY 

1972 


KENNEDY  CAMPBELL,  M.A.,  M.D. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b29786563 


AERIAL  VIEW  OF  THE  QUEEN  ELIZABETH  II  OIL  DOCK  AND  EASTHAM  LOCKS 


With  acknowledgment  to  the  Port  of  Manchester  ( The  Manchester  Ship  Canal  Company ) 


PORT  OF  MANCHESTER 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


TO  THE 


PORT  HEALTH  AUTHORITY 

1972 


KENNEDY  CAMPBELL,  M.A.,  M.D. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


■ 


3 


REPORT 

by  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

to  the 

CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
PORT  HEALTH  AUTHORITY 


I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Report  on  the  work  of  the  Authority 
for  the  year  1972,  in  accordance  with  Regulation  12(4)  of  the  Public 
Health  Officers  (Port  Health  Districts)  Regulations  1959. 

It  is  prepared  in  the  form  desired  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  the 
statistical  information  is  arranged  in  the  form  and  sequence  indicated  in 
Form  Port  20.  Where  the  entry  “No  change”  appears,  it  indicates  that 
there  has  been  no  variation  in  the  detailed  information  given  in  the 
annual  report  for  1971. 

Container  traffic  continued  to  increase  during  the  year  and  in  May 
the  new  container  berth  opened  at  Ellesmere  Port,  where  cargoes  have 
since  arrived  from  Portugal,  Italy  and  Eire. 

Smoke  contraventions  again  decreased  and  few  emissions  were  in 
excess  of  the  permitted  periods.  One  written  notice  was  served  on  the 
Master  of  a  Greek  owned  tanker  lying  in  the  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Dock 
at  Eastham.  He  was  fined  the  maximum  penalty  of  £100  and  ordered 
to  pay  £30  costs.  The  Member  of  the  Authority  for  the  Borough  of 
Bebington  and  the  Clerk  gave  interviews  on  the  local  radio  stations  on 
the  part  played  by  the  Authority  in  keeping  smoke  contraventions  to 
an  absolute  minimum. 

Visits  were  made  by  27  student  public  health  inspectors  and  they 
were  shown  the  day  to  day  work  of  the  Authority  with  special  emphasis 
on  matters  in  connection  with  their  examination  syllabus.  A  visit  was 
also  made  by  a  public  health  inspector  from  Bulgaria. 

I  should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  congratulating  the  Chairman 
on  his  election  as  President  of  the  Association  of  Sea  and  Air  Port  Health 
Authorities.  I  also  wish  to  record  my  thanks  to  him  and  the  Members 
of  the  Authority  for  their  continued  support  and  co-operation.  The 
assistance  of  the  staff  at  all  times  is  also  much  appreciated. 

KENNEDY  CAMPBELL 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Manchester  Liners  House, 

Trafford  Road, 

Salford,  M5  2XJ. 
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MEMBERS  OF  THE  PORT  HEALTH  AUTHORITY 
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Councillor  Mrs.  M.  WILLIAMS 


Councillor  R.  MOORES 


Alderman  Mrs.  E.  BODDAN 


Councillor  G.  H.  DUTTON  j.p. 


Councillor  W.  C.  FARRINGTON 


County  Borough 
of  Salford 


. .  Borough  of  Stretford 

(  Borough  of  Eccles 
I  Irlam  U.D.C. 

[  Urmston  U.D.C. 

Lymm  U.D.C. 
Runcorn  R.D.C. 
Runcorn  U.D.C. 
Bucklow  R.D.C. 
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LIMITS  OF  THE  PORT 

The  Customs  Port  of  Manchester  is  defined  under  The  Appointment 
of  the  Port  of  Manchester  Order,  1956,  and  is  an  area  bounded  by  a 
line— 

(1)  commencing  at  the  eastern  termination  of  the  port  of  Liverpool, 
namely  at  an  imaginary  straight  line  across  the  River  Mersey  from 
Dungeon  Point  on  the  Lancashire  shore  to  Ince  Ferry  on  the  Cheshire 
shore; 

(2)  including  the  River  Mersey  so  far  as  the  same  is  navigable,  and  so 
much  of  the  Eastham  Channel  in  the  River  Mersey  and  of  the  banks 
and  foreshore  thereof  as  is  enclosed  by  an  imaginary  line  drawn 
in  the  line  of  the  dolphins  on  the  east  side  of  the  Eastham  Channel, 
and  at  a  distance  of  five  hundred  and  thirty-eight  yards  from  the 
seaward  extremity  of  the  eighty  feet  lock  at  Eastham,  an  imaginary 
line  to  the  foreshore  at  right  angles  to  that  line; 

(3)  including  the  Manchester  Ship  Canal;  and 

(4)  including  the  River  Irwell  as  far  inland  at  Hunts  Bank  in  the  City 
of  Manchester. 

The  port  shall  include  all  channels,  canals,  havens,  streams,  creeks 
cuts  and  docks  within  those  limits,  including  the  River  Weaver  as  far 
inland  as  Frodsham  Bridge. 


SECTION  I:  Staff 

TABLE  A 
No  Change 


Address  and  Telephone  No.  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health : 

Manchester  Liners  House,  Trafford  Road,  Salford,  M5  2XJ  (061-872  1714  and 
2075). 

Branch  Offices: 

14  Victoria  Road,  Runcorn  (092-85  72919). 

The  Docks,  Ellesmere  Port  (051-355  2961). 
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SECTION  II:  Amount  of  shipping  entering  the  district 

TABLE  B 


Ships  from 

Number 

Tonnage 

Number  inspected 

Number  of  ships 
reported  as  having 
or  having  had,  during 
the  voyage,  infectious 
disease  on  board 

By  the 
Medical 
Officer 
of  Health 

By  the 
port 
health 
inspectors 

Foreign  ports 
Coastwise  . . 

2,498 

1,915 

3,779,399 

3,036,633 

— 

1,853 

742 

7 

Total  ...... 

4,413 

6,816,032 

— 

2,595 

7 

Thirty-nine  vessels  bound  for  Manchester  were  given  radio  clearance  by  Liverpool 
Port  Health  Authority. 

“Foreign”  excludes  ports  in  the  Irish  Republic. 


SECTION  III: 

Character  of  shipping  and  trade  during  the  year 


TABLE  C 

Passenger  Traffic 

Number  of  passengers  ARRIVALS:  228 

Number  of  passengers  DEPARTURES :  329 

Cargo  Traffic 

Principal  IMPORTS : 

Petroleum,  grain,  ores,  woodpulp,  chemicals,  paper  and  newsprint, 
motor  cars,  non-ferrous  metals,  sand  and  gravel,  timber,  sulphur 
(liquid  and  dry),  foodstuffs,  iron  and  steel,  beverages,  asbestos, 
cotton,  rubber,  clay,  animal  and  vegetable  oils  and  fats. 

Principal  EXPORTS : 

Petroleum,  chemicals,  textile  fibres,  coke,  salt,  machinery,  motor 
cars,  foodstuffs,  vehicles,  metal  and  metal  manufactures. 

Total  traffic,  1972:  16,280,677  tonnes 

Total  traffic,  1971 :  16,561,192  tons 
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PRINCIPAL  PORTS  FROM  WHICH  SHIPS  ARRIVE: 

Belgium  .  Antwerp  and  Ghent. 

Brazil  . Rio  de  Janeiro. 

Canada . East  &  West  Coast  and  Great  Lakes  ports 

Ceylon . Colombo. 

Colombia  .  Cartagena. 

Cyprus . Limassol  and  Famagusta. 

Denmark  .  Copenhagen  and  Esbjerg. 

East  Africa  .  Beira,  Dar-es-Salaam,  Lourenco  Marques  and 

Mombasa. 

Eire  . Cork,  Drogheda,  Dublin  and  Wicklow. 

Finland . Hamina,  Helsingfors,  Kotka,  Mantyluoto  and 

Raumo. 

France . L’Avera,  Le  Havre,  Pauillac,  Paris  and  Rouen. 

Germany  .  Bremen  and  Hamburg. 

Greece  . Piraeus. 

Iceland . Reykjavik. 

India  . Bombay,  Calcutta  and  Vizagapatam. 

Israel  . Haifa  and  Ashdod. 

Iraq  .  Basra. 

Italy . Salerno,  Spezia  and  Vado. 

Lebanon  .  Beirut  and  Tripoli. 

Netherlands  . .  . .  Amsterdam  and  Rotterdam. 

Netherlands  West  Indies  Aruba  and  Curacao. 

North  Africa .  Algiers,  Casablanca  and  Sfax. 

Norway . Bergen,  Christiansand,  Frederickstad,  Hauge- 

sund,  Oslo,  Skien,  Stavanger  and  Trond¬ 
heim. 

Pakistan . Karachi. 

Peru . Cabo  Blanco  and  Lobitos. 

Poland . Gdansk,  Gdynia  and  Szczecin. 

Portugal . Leixoes,  Lisbon  and  Setubal. 

Roumania  .  Constantza. 

Russia  . Archangel,  Leningrad  and  Novorossisk. 

Sardinia .  Sarroch. 

South  Africa  . .  . .  Durban,  East  London  and  Port  Elizabeth. 

Spain  . Seville. 

Sweden  .  Gefle,  Gothenburg,  Helsingborg,  Hellevik, 

Karlstad,  Norrkoping,  Stockholm  and 
Sundsvall. 

Trinidad  .  Point  Fortin  and  Port  of  Spain. 

Turkey . Iskenderun,  Istanbul  and  Izmir. 
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Principal  ports  from  which  ships  arrive — continued 


United  Kingdom  . . 


United  States  of  America 
Venezuela  . 


Belfast,  Douglas,  Fawley,  Glasgow,  Larne, 
Liverpool,  London,  Londonderry,  Mostyn 
and  South  Wales  ports. 

Atlantic,  Gulf,  Great  Lakes  and  Pacific  ports. 

Amuay  Bay,  Las  Piedras,  Puerto  la  Cruz  and 
Punta  Cardon. 


West  Africa .  Bathurst,  Conakry,  Dakar,  Freetown,  Lagos, 

Lobito,  Monrovia,  Port  Harcourt,  Sapele 
and  Takoradi. 

Yugoslavia  .  Rijeka. 


SECTION  IV:  Inland  barge  traffic 

Numbers  and  tonnage  using  the  district,  and  places  served  by  the  traffic 
Lighterage  services  are  operated  between  points  on  the  Ship  Canal 
and  also  to  adjoining  waterways  including  the  Bridgewater  Canal,  the 
River  Weaver  and  Weaver  Navigation  and  the  River  Mersey  10  Liverpool. 
The  Bridgewater  Canal  joins  the  Leeds  and  Liverpool  Canal  to  the  north 
and  the  Trent  and  Mersey  Canal  to  the  south. 

The  amount  of  traffic  passing  between  the  Bridgewater  Canal  and 
Manchester  Docks  during  1972  totalled  139,095  tonnes. 

No  canal  boats  were  inspected  during  the  year. 
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SECTION  V:  Water  supply 

(1)  Source  of  supply  for  (a)  the  district  and  (b)  shipping 

(a)  Piped  water  supplies  are  provided  by  the  respective  water  under¬ 
takings  abutting  the  ship  canal. 

(b)  Fresh  water  is  obtainable  direct  from  hydrants  in  Manchester 
Docks  and  on  the  quays,  wharves,  etc.,  between  Mode  Wheel  and  Barton 
Locks,  Partington  Basin,  Latchford  Locks,  Warrington  Lay  Bye,  Runcorn, 
Weston  Point,  Stanlow  Lay-Bye,  Stanlow  Oil  Dock,  Ellesmere  Port, 
Eastham  Locks,  and  the  berths  in  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Dock,  Eastham. 

(2)  Reports  of  tests  for  contamination  for  (a)  the  district  and  (b)  shipping. 

(a)  One  sample  of  surface  drainage  water  taken  from  a  privately 
owned  quay  was  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  and  found 
to  be  unsatisfactory.  The  management  were  notified  of  the  action  re¬ 
quired  to  remedy  the  situation. 


(b) 


No.  of  ships 
involved 

No.  of 

samples  taken 

No. 

satisfactory 

No.  unsatis¬ 
factory 

TOTAL 

Distribution 
aboard  ships 

37 

98 

80 

18 

98 

Storage  aboard 
ships  . 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Four  samples  submitted  for  chemical  analysis,  ninety-five  for  bacteri¬ 
ological  examination  (18  unsatisfactory). 


Steps  were  taken  immediately  on  receipt  of  unsatisfactory  reports 
to  ensure  that  water  tanks  were  cleaned  without  delay.  When  the  reports 
came  to  hand  whilst  the  vessels  were  still  in  port  appropriate  action  was 
taken  prior  to  sailing.  Samples  for  bacteriological  examination  from 
vessels  at  the  Ellesmere  Port  end  of  the  port  were  forwarded  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  Chester. 

Copies  of  reports  of  water  samples  taken  on  British  ships  were 
forwarded  to  the  Marine  Survey  Office,  Department  of  Trade  and  Industry, 
Liverpool. 

(3)  Precautions  against  contamination  of  hydrants  and  hosepipes. 

Weston  Point  and  Runcorn 

Defective  conditions  in  respect  of  equipment  and  hydrants  were 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  managements  concerned  and  received  at¬ 
tention. 

(4)  Number  and  sanitary  condition  of  water  boats ,  and  powers  of  control 
by  the  authority 

A  barge,  “M.S.C.  43”,  is  used  on  the  ship  canal  for  the  conveyance 
of  fresh  water  to  dredging  craft.  The  boat  is  fitted  with  an  after-tank 
which  is  cement  washed  twice  a  year  and  cleaned  regularly.  A  separate 
pump  and  hose  are  supplied  for  exclusive  use  with  this  tank. 
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SECTION  VI: 

Public  Health  (Ships)  Regulations,  1970 

(1)  List  of  in  fected  areas. 

Arrangements  for  the  preparation  and  amendment  of  the  list ,  the  form 
of  the  list ,  the  persons  to  whom  it  is  supplied ,  and  the  procedure  for 
supplying  it  to  those  persons. 

A  list  of  such  areas  is  compiled  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
Liverpool  Port  Health  Authority.  Copies  are  forwarded  by  post  to  H.M. 
Customs  and  Excise,  Eastham,  and  also  handed  to  the  Waterguard 
Department  and  to  inspectors  of  this  Authority.  The  list  comprised  of 
the  following  ports: 

Dar-es-Salaam  and  West  African  ports  between  latitude  20°N 
and  20°S. 

All  ports  in:  Bangladesh,  Brazil,  Burma,  Cambodia,  China,  Col¬ 
ombia,  Ethiopia,  India,  Indonesia,  Pakistan,  Sudan  and  Vietnam. 

(2)  Radio  messages.  No  change. 

(3)  Notifications  otherwise  than  by  radio.  No  change. 

(4)  Mooring  stations.  No  change. 

(5)  Arrangements  for: 

(a)  Hospital  accommodation  for  infectious  diseases. 

( b )  Surveillance  and  follow-up  of  contacts. 

(c)  Cleansing  and  disinfection  of  ships,  persons,  clothing  and  other 

articles.  No  change. 

Maritime  Declarations  of  Health  are  supplied  to  masters  of  vessels 
by  officers  of  H.  M. Customs  and  inspectors  of  the  Port  Health  Authority. 
One  thousand  three  hundred  and  sixty-five  declarations  were  received. 
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SECTION  VII:  Smallpox 


(1)  Names  of  isolation  hospitals  to  which  cases  are  sent  from  the  district. 

Ainsworth  Hospital,  Bury. 

Sankey  Hospital,  near  Warrington. 


(2)  Arrangements  for  transport  of  such  cases  to  hospital  by  ambulance , 
giving  the  name  of  the  authority  responsible  for  the  ambulance  and  the 
vaccinal  state  of  the  ambulance  crews. 

The  ambulance  services  of  the  Lancashire  and  Cheshire  County 
Councils,  or  of  the  County  Boroughs  of  Liverpool,  Manchester  and 
Warrington,  would  be  available.  The  ambulance  authorities  require 
annual  re-vaccination  of  all  persons  who  may  handle  smallpox  patients, 
suspects  or  contacts. 


(3)  Names  of  smallpox  consultants  available. 

Dr.  A.  G.  Ironside,  Monsall  Hospital,  Manchester  M10  8WR. 
Professor  Andrew  B.  Semple,  Hatton  Garden,  Liverpool  L3  2AW. 


(4)  Facilities  for  laboratory  diagnosis  of  smallpox. 

Department  of  Medical  Microbiology,  University  of  Liverpool. 
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SECTION  VIII:  Venereal  disease 


Details  of  facilities  available  for  seamen  in  Manchester  and  Salford 
are  as  follows: — 


(1)  St.  Luke’s  Clinic,  Duke  Street,  Liverpool  Road,  Manchester  M3  4NJ. 


Monday:  10 

Tuesday:  10 

Wednesday:  10 

Thursday:  10 

Friday:  10 

Saturday:  10 


a.m.  to  12.30  p.m. 
a.m.  to  12.30  p.m. 
a.m.  to  12.30  p.m. 
a.m.  to  12.30  p.m. 
a.m.  to  12.30  p.m. 
a.m.  to  11.30  a.m. 


2  p.m.  to  4.30  p.m. 
2  p.m.  to  6.30  p.m. 
2  p.m.  to  4.30  p.m. 
2  p.m.  to  4.30  p.m. 
2  p.m.  to  6.30  p.m. 


(2)  Manchester  Royal  Infirmary,  Oxford  Road,  Manchester  Ml  3  9WL. 

Monday:  4.30  p.m.  to  6.30  p.m. 

Wednesday:  2  p.m.  to  6.30  p.m. 

(3)  Hope  Hospital,  Eccles  Old  Road,  Salford  M6  8HD. 

Wednesday:  10  a.m.  to  12  noon. 


The  undermentioned  information  has  been  supplied  by  Dr.  Leslie 
Watt,  Physician-in-Charge,  St.  Luke’s  Clinic,  Manchester,  in  respect  of 
seamen  attending  St.  Luke’s  clinic: 


- 

British 

Foreign 

seamen 

seamen 

ClnnHitinn  • 

v/v/imi  liuit  • 

Syphilis  . 

1 

4 

Gonorrhoea  . 

13 

32 

Other  conditions 

29 

82 

Attendances  . 

84 

166 
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SECTION  IX:  Cases  of  notifiable  and  other  infectious 

diseases  on  ships 


TABLE  D 


Category 

Disease 

Number  of  cases 
during  the  year 

Number 
of  ships 
concerned 

Passengers 

Crew 

Cases  on  or  landed  from  ships 

Food  poisoning 

_ 

1 

1 

from  foreign  ports 

Malaria 

— 

1 

1 

Measles 

1 

1 

1 

Meningitis 

— 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis 

— 

1 

1 

Cases  which  have  occurred  on 

Dysentery 

i  ■  ■ 

1 

1 

ships  from  foreign  ports  but 
have  been  disposed  of  before 
arrival 

Malaria 

1 

1 

Cases  on  or  landed  from  other 
ships 

— - 

— 

— 

— — 
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SECTION  X :  Observations  on  the  occurrence 
of  malaria  in  ships 

An  engineer  was  removed  from  a  Liberian  vessel  lying  in  the  Queen 
Elizabeth  II  Dock,  Eastham,  to  Chester  City  Hospital,  after  being  found 
in  a  semi-conscious  condition.  He  died  later  the  same  day  and  was 
diagnosed  as  suffering  from  cerebral  malaria — malignant  tertian. 


SECTION  XI:  Measures  taken  against  ships 
infected  with  or  suspected  for  plague 


No  plague-infected  or  suspected  ships  arrived. 
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SECTION  XII:  Measures  against  rodents  in  ships  from  foreign  ports 

(1)  Procedure  for  inspection  of  ships  for  rats. 

Special  attention  is  given  to  vessels  arriving  from  infected  ports. 
Details  of  action  necessary  to  deal  with  any  rodent  infestations  are  given 
to  the  master  and  ship’s  agent. 

(2)  Arrangements  for  the  bacteriological  or  pathological  examination  of 
rodents ,  with  special  reference  to  rodent  plague ,  including  the  number  of 
rodents  sent  for  examination  during  the  year. 

No  rats  from  vessels  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
for  examination. 

(3)  Arrangements  in  the  district  for  deratting  ships ,  the  methods  used ,  and, 
if  done  by  a  commercial  contractor ,  the  name  of  the  contractor. 

Deratting  of  vessels  prior  to  the  issue  of  a  deratting  certificate  has 
been  effected  by  poisoning  or  fumigation.  The  necessary  work  was  carried 
out  by  Rentokil  Ltd.,  Birkenhead,  under  the  supervision  of  the  port 
health  inspectors. 

(4)  Progress  in  the  rat-proofing  of  ships. 

The  standard  of  rat-proofing  on  new  vessels  is  highly  satisfactory. 
The  owners  of  older  vessels  have  readily  complied  with  any  recom¬ 
mendations  made  for  the  improvement  of  rat-proofing. 

TABLE  E 

Rodents  destroyed  during  the  year  in  ships  from  foreign  ports. 


Black  rats  . .  . .  . .  13 

Mice  .  .  5 


Rats  sent  for  examination .  — 

Infected  with  plague  .  — 

RODENT  CONTROL 

Foreign  Coastwise 


Visits  by  inspectors .  1819  737 

Re-visits  by  inspectors  .  659  49 

*Visits  by  rodent  control  operative  (Section  A)  . .  155  49 

*  Re-visits  by  rodent  control  operative  (Section  A)  128  22 

Visits  by  rodent  control  operative  (Section  B)  . .  540  327 

Re-visits  by  rodent  control  operative  (Section  B)  . .  460  56 

Rats  killed  (Section  A)  . .  . .  *.  ..  13  1 

Mice  killed  (Section  A)  .  —  2 

Mice  killed  (Section  B)  .  5  — 


*  Part  year  only — January  to  April. 
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TABLE  F 

Deratting  certificates  and  deratting  exemption  certificates  issued  during 

the  year  for  ships  from  foreign  ports . 


Deratting  certificates  issued: 

Total 

Deratting  exemp¬ 
tion  certificates 
issued 

Total 

certificates 

issued 

After  treatment 
with  HCN  and 
alphachloralose 

After  treatment 
with 

alphachloralose 

1 

1 

2 

260 

262 

The  Masters  of  three  vessels  were  found  in  possession  of  Deratting 
Exemption  Certificates  issued  at  non-approved  ports.  Details  were 
forwarded  to  the  Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  (APPLICATION  TO 

SHIPPING)  ORDER,  1951-56. 

Rodent  control  certificates  issued  . . .  nil 


Barges 

Floating 

elevators 

Dredger 

Visits  by  inspectors  . 

Visits  by  rodent  control  operative 

43 

— 

2 

(Section  A)  . 

Visits  by  rodent  control  operative 

81 

15 

— 

(Section  B)  . . . 

182 

48 

7 

Three  rats  were  caught  on  floating  grain  elevators  and  one  rat  on  the 
dredger. 


Food  Hygiene  ( Docks ,  Carriers ,  etc.)  Regulations ,  1960 
Terminal  docks 

Visits  were  made  to  various  parts  of  the  dock  estate  to  ascertain  the 
degree  of  rodent  infestation.  Treatment  was  carried  out  whenever 
necessary. 

Runcorn/ Weston  Point 

The  position  was  kept  in  mind  at  all  times  and  it  was  repeatedly 
necessary  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  management  to  the  unsatisfactory 
and  dirty  conditions  of  the  sheds  and  quays.  The  reluctance  to  provide 
proper  cleansing  services  was  blamed  on  cost  and  continuous  traffic  but 
the  position  shows  signs  of  improvement. 


17 


129  rats  and  15  mice  were  caught  on  the  terminal  docks.  Thirty 
rats  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  examination — 
no  evidence  of  plague  and  no  organisms  of  the  salmonella  group  were 
grown. 

On  the  Manchester  Ship  Canal  Company  property  at  Ellesmere  Port 
65  campaigns  using  zinc  phosphide,  arsenic  and  warfarin  were  carried 
out.  An  estimated  kill  of  225  rats  was  recorded  in  respect  of  those  cam¬ 
paigns  carried  out  involving  the  use  of  zinc  phosphide  and  arsenic. 

In  the  Runcorn  and  Weston  Point  docks  area  87  visits  were  made  by 
the  rodent  operator  and  22  rat  and  7  mice  infestations  were  found. 

The  co-operation  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspectors  of  Ellesmere 
Port  and  Runcorn  in  effectively  controlling  any  rodent  infestation  on 
property  abutting  the  canal  in  their  districts  is  much  appreciated. 
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SECTION  XIII:  Inspection  of  ships  fur  nuisances 

TABLE  G 


Inspections  and  Notices 


Inspected 

Defective 

Statutory 

Notices 

Other 

Notices 

British  vessels 

818 

109 

Written 

1 

Verbal 

108 

Foreign  vessels 

1777 

156 

- - 

10 

146 

Summary  of  defects  British  Foreign 

Evidence  of  cockroaches  or  weevils  .  61  109 

Accommodation  and  fittings  in  dirty  or  defective 

condition  .  3  6 

Heating,  lighting  and  ventilation  defective  .  4  — 

Washplaces  and  fittings  dirty  and  defective  .  3  — 

Drainage  defective  .  3  1 

Sanitary  accommodation  and  fittings  dirty  and  defective  4  12 

Food  compartments  and  fittings  dirty  and  defective  ....  45  46 

Accumulation  of  refuse  on  deck  .  7  17 

Water  system  unsatisfactoty  .  —  1 

Water  tanks  and  fittings  dirty  .  —  1 

Water  hose  connection  with  shore  line  unsatisfactory  . .  —  1 


130  194 


148  defects  were  remedied  during  the  year,  of  which  76  were  reported 
prior  to  1972 
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VESSELS  INSPECTED  BY  THE  PORT  HEALTH  INSPECTORS 


1972 

1971 

Vessels  entering  the  port  . 

/  foreign  . . 

2,498 

2,642 

\  coastwise 

1,915 

2,226 

Total  .... 

4,413 

4,868 

Number  inspected  . 

1 

2,595 

2,693 

Percentage  inspected . 

{  foreign  and 

58.80% 

55-32% 

Number  reported  defective  . 

(  coastwise 

265 

275 

Number  on  which  defects  remedied 

J 

143 

144 

The  work  of  the  port  health  inspectors  at  different  parts  of  the  port 
is  indicated  by  the  following  statement  of  the  number  of  vessels  inspected 
and  the  number  found  with  defects: — 


Section  A  (Manchester — Latchford):  Inspected  Defective 

Manchester,  Salford  and  Stretford  . .  780  101 

Mode  Wheel  Oil  Wharf  .  35  4 

Weaste .  53  6 

Brown  and  Poison’s  Wharf  ....  27  10 

Irwell  Park  Wharf  and  Eccles  ....  81  16 

Barton .  48  — 

Partington  .  127  20 


1151  157 


Section  B  (Latchford — Eastham):  Inspected  Defective 

Warrington .  3  — 

Runcorn  .  348  25 

Weston  Point  .  289  27 

Weston  Marsh  Lock .  1  — 

Ince  .  106  7 

Stanlow  Oil  Dock  and  Lay-Bye  . .  219  17 

Associated  Octel  Wharf  .  13  — 

Wigg  Works .  1  1 

Ellesmere  Port  .  184  16 

Bo  water’s  Wharf .  54  1 

Acton  Grange  .  2  — - 

Queen  Elizabeth  II  Dock,  Eastham  . .  216  14 

Northwich  .  8  — 


1444  108 

2595  265 


Gross  Totals 
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In  the  Manckester-Latchford  section  there  was  a  decrease  of  212 
inspections  over  the  previous  year,  and  in  the  Latchford-Eastham  section 
an  increase  of  114  was  recorded. 


Nationalities  of  the  vessels  inspected  and  the  number 

found  with 

defects : — 

Inspected 

Defective 

British  . 

.  818 

109 

Austrian  . 

.  2 

■ — 

Belgian . 

.  23 

2 

Bulgarian 

.  2 

— 

Bermudan  . 

.  1 

— - 

Cyprian . 

.  41 

12 

Danish . 

.  156 

13 

Dutch  . 

.  397 

18 

Eireann . 

.  14 

4 

Finnish  . 

.  82 

— 

French . 

.  14 

3 

German  . 

.  345 

16 

Greek  . 

.  79 

14 

Hong  Kong  . 

.  1 

1 

Icelandic  . 

..  ..  ..  16 

5 

Italian  . 

.  19 

7 

Kuwaiti . 

. .  1 

— 

Liberian . 

..  . .  ..  89 

29 

Monaco  . 

.  1 

- — 

Nigerian  . 

..  ..  ..  1 

— 

Norwegian  . 

.  232 

13 

Panamanian . 

.  21 

5 

Lebanese . 

.  1 

- — 

Polish 

.  64 

7 

Roumanian . 

.  16 

- — 

Russian . 

.  60 

— 

Singapore  . 

.  4 

— 

Somali . 

.  4 

1 

Spanish . 

.  10 

4 

Swedish . 

.  75 

1 

South  African  . 

.  1 

- — 

Yugoslavian  . . 

.  5 

1 

2595 

265 

376  re-visits  were  made  to  vessels  regarding  defects  and  sickness. 
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Number  of  personnel  carried  on  vessels  inspected: — 

British: 

European  .  16,492 

Asiatic .  1,799 


18,291 

Austrian  .  25 

Belgian .  649 

Bermudan  .  11 

Bulgarian  .  58 

Chinese .  249 

Cyprian .  626 

Danish .  1,453 

Dutch  .  5,133 

Eireann .  109 

Finnish  .  2,250 

French .  428 

German  .  3,815 

Greek  .  2,301 

Hong  Kong .  7 

Icelandic  .  273 

Italian  .  469 

Kuwaiti .  24 

Lebanese .  15 

Liberian .  2,791 

Monaco  .  17 

Nigerian  .  44 

Norwegian  .  3,764 

Panamanian .  481 

Polish  .  1,742 

Roumanian .  532 

Russian .  1,852 

Singapore  .  86 

Somali .  34 

South  African  .  25 

Spanish .  171 

Swedish .  1,273 

Yugoslavian . 114 


49,112 


SECTION  XIV:  Public  Health  (Shell  fish)  Regulations, 

1934  and  1948 

No  change. 
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SECTION  XV :  Medical  inspection  of  aliens  and 
Commonwealth  immigrants 

No  change. 


SECTION  XVI:  Miscellaneous 

Arrangements  for  the  burial  on  shore  of  persons  who  have 
died  on  board  ship  from  infectious  disease. 

No  change. 


DANGEROUS  DRUGS  (No.  2)  REGULATIONS,  1964 

No  certificates  were  issued  under  these  regulations  to  the  masters  of 
foreign  vessels. 

CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1956 

DARK  SMOKE  (PERMITTED  PERIODS)  (VESSELS) 

REGULATIONS,  1958 

The  attention  of  masters  of  vessels  arriving  in  the  port  was  directed 
to  the  requirements  of  the  Dark  Smoke  Regulations;  leaflets  giving 
details  of  the  permitted  periods  allowed  were  distributed  for  the  attention 
of  all  personnel  concerned.  Owners  and  masters  were  invariably  most 
anxious  to  co-operate  in  doing  all  possible  to  prevent  smoke  emission. 

Thirteen  visits  and  “timed”  observations  were  made  in  the  Man- 
chester-Latchford  section  of  the  canal,  whilst  a  further  27  visits  were 
made  and  observations  taken  between  Latchford  and  Eastham,  including 
the  Queen  Elizabeth  II  dock.  One  written  and  24  verbal  notices  were 
given,  5  in  respect  of  smoke  from  British  vessels  and  20  from  foreign  ships. 

The  offence  for  which  the  written  notice  was  served  resulted  in  the 
Master  being  fined  £100  and  ordered  to  pay  £30  costs.  The  vessel,  a 
Greek  owned  tanker,  emitted  black  smoke  continuously  for  a  period  of 
15  minutes.  Verbal  warnings  had  previously  been  given. 


RADIOACTIVE  MATERIALS 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  harbour  master  for  this 
Authority  to  be  informed  whenever  radioactive  materials  are  arriving  in, 
or  departing  from,  the  port  and  details  of  each  consignment  are  sub¬ 
mitted  so  that  the  adequacy  of  any  required  safety  measures  can  be 
confirmed.  Notification  was  received  in  respect  of  37  such  shipments. 


FOOD  INSPECTION 
Results  of  inspection 

Details  of  food  imports  which  were  seized  as  unsound 

Articles  Tons  cwts.  qrs.  lbs. 

Grain,  cereals,  etc. 


Maize  . 

134 

13 

0 

0 

Rice . 

4 

7 

1 

8 

Wheat  . 

93 

11 

1 

0 

Wheat  germ . 

10 

1 

3 

4 

Fruit  and  nuts 

Canned  fruit  . 

11 

11 

3 

24 

Canned  fruit  juice  . 

4 

2 

1 

4 

Canned  fruit  pulp 

4 

1 

20J 

Concentrated  fruit  pulp 

5 

3 

16 

Mango  slices  in  brine . 

4 

2 

14 

Melons . 

43 

3 

0 

24 

Pomegranates  . 

14 

1 

13 

Raisins . . 

3 

0 

20 

Sultanas . 

1 

3 

0 

Desiccated  coconut  . 

1 

10 

2 

20 

Nuts  . 

11 

0 

18 

Fish 

Canned  fish . 

11 

2 

18* 

Frozen  fish 

1 

7 

0 

16 

Vegetables 

Canned  vegetables  . 

3 

10 

3 

25 

Frozen  vegetables  . 

6 

2 

24 

Beans  . .  . 

18 

6 

0 

8 

Lentils 

1 

6 

3 

0 

Onions . 

67 

9 

0 

22 

Edible  oils  and  fats 

Lard  . .  . .  . 

2 

13 

3 

19 

Meat 

Frozen  beef  . . 

1 

26 

Dairy  produce 

Egg  white  solids . 

2 

0 

0 

20 

24 


Miscellaneous 


Coffee  beans  . 

2 

6 

3 

11 

Cocoa  butter . 

9 

0 

0 

Cocoa  presscake . 

1 

18 

3 

0 

Marmalade  (canned) . 

1 

0 

Tomatoes  (canned)  . 

9 

0 

171 

Tomato  puree  (canned) 

18 

1 

2i 

Singoda  flour  (ground  pulses?) 

6 

3 

16 

Scented  supari  (areca  nuts,  etc.) 

3 

16 

Eatable  lime  (paste)  . 

1 

17 

3 

4 

Mukhwas  (nuts,  seeds,  etc.) 

1 

1 

18 

Rabbits  (frozen) . 

32 

18 

1 

8 

444 

7 

2 

8 

Voluntarily  surrendered 

Mango  chutney  (cask) 

4 

2 

16 

444 

12 

0 

24 

LABORATORY  EXAMINATIONS 


Number  of  samples  examined  by: 


(a)  Public  Analyst  .  81 

(b)  Bacteriologist  .  121 
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Canadian  chocolate  fudge  (bars)  Colouring  matter  and  ditto 

propyl  gallate 

W .  German  canned  instant  drink  crystals  (4  samples)  Sweeteners  and  colouring  ditto 

matter 

French  candies  (4  samples)  Colouring  matter  ditto 


Canadian  frosted  mints  ditto  ditto 

U.K.  canned  beefsteak  and  kidney  pie  (2  samples)  Meat  content  and  ditto 
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Rumanian  lard  Rancidity  ditto 

Rumanian  lard  (sea  water  damaged)  (4  samples)  Contamination  ditto 
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CONTAINER  TRAFFIC 

The  following  table  shows  the  increase  in  food  containers  arriving 
in  the  port  during  the  last  three  years: — 


No. 

discharged 

To  inland 
destinations 

Examined 
on  docks 

Notices 

posted  to  L.A.s 

1972 

Terminal  Docks 

8,504 

8,403 

101 

3,058 

Weston  Point/Runcorn 

989 

915 

74 

324 

Ellesmere/Port 

625 

625 

— 

276 

1971 

Terminal  Docks 

6,522 

6,417 

105 

1,986 

Weston  Point/Runcorn 

1,625 

1,396 

229 

1,190 

Ellesmere/Port 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1970 

Terminal  Docks 

5,132 

4,978 

154 

1,104 

Weston  Point/Runcorn 

1,200 

1,136 

64 

645 

Ellesmere  Port  — 

Weston  Point  and  Runcorn  Docks 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  three  container  services 

were  operating 

into  Runcorn  and  Weston  Point.  These  services  were  the  Metric  Line 
between  Runcorn  and  Rotterdam,  the  British  &  Irish  Shipping  Line 
trading  between  Weston  Point  and  Dublin,  whilst  the  Unimar  Line  plied 
between  Weston  Point  and  Lisbon/Leixoes  in  Portugal.  All  carried 
containers  of  foodstuffs  as  part  of  their  cargoes. 

In  July  the  Metric  Line  discontinued  their  service  with  Runcorn  and 
moved  to  Liverpool.  The  British  and  Irish  Shipping  Line  transferred 
their  service  in  October  to  Liverpool,  leaving  only  the  Portuguese  Unimar 
Line  in  operation. 

In  view  of  these  changes  it  was  not  surprising  that  the  number  of 
container/unit  loads  dropped  from  1,625  in  1971  to  989  in  1972.  Out  of 
this  total  of  989,  915  were  sent  unexamined  to  inland  destinations  under 
cover  of  324  written  notifications.  A  total  of  40  containers  and  units 
were  examined  on  the  quay,  whilst  the  food  contents  of  34  groupage 
containers  were  inspected  following  discharge  of  the  units. 

Container  foodstuffs  ranged  from  chilled  meats  and  dairy  products 
to  canned  goods  of  all  descriptions. 

Terminal  docks. 

The  majority  of  the  containers  arrived  on  the  Manchester  Liners 
service  from  Canada  and  the  Great  Lakes,  the  service  increasing  from  6 
dockings  per  month  to  8  per  month  by  December,  1972. 

A  Mediterranean  service  operated  by  Manchester  Liners  maintained 
a  twice  monthly  schedule  throughout  the  year,  bringing  some  1,400 
containers  of  food,  mainly  canned  fruit  and  fruit  juices  from  Israel. 

Some  17 J  tons  of  pea  beans  and  10  tons  of  wheat  germ  (water 
damaged)  were  released  under  supervision  for  conversion  into  animal 
food.  A  consignment  of  2  tons  of  egg  white  solids,  ex  container,  was 
re-exported  following  the  detection  of  a  non-permitted  emulsifier. 
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Ellesmere  Port. 

The  container  base  at  Ellesmere  Port  opened  in  May  and  regular 
cargoes  have  arrived  from  Eire,  Portugal  and  Italy. 


REPORT  OF  THE  PUBLIC  ANALYST 

A  total  of  85  samples  was  examined  during  the  year  made  up  of  four 
samples  of  ships’  drinking  water,  15  samples  of  tomato  puree  and  66 
samples  of  other  foodstuffs.  The  general  foodstuffs  included  canned 
fruit  products,  flour  and  sugar  confectionery,  pickles,  canned  and  frozen 
meat  products  and  a  number  of  more  exotic  items.  Adverse  reports 
were  given  on  five  samples.  Frozen  swordfish  contained  145  parts  per 
million  of  mercury  which  was  considered  excessive  and  egg-white  solids 
contained  a  non-permitted  emulsifier,  sodium  lauryl  sulphate.  In  ad¬ 
dition  three  samples  of  Asian  origin  were  reported  against — supari  and 
mukhwas  (Indian  chewing  compounds)  because  they  contained  3  per 
cent  and  1*8  per  cent  of  mineral  hydrocarbons  respectively,  and  eatable 
lime  (for  consumption  with  betel  nut)  because  it  contained  21  parts  per 
million  of  lead.  This  highlights  one  of  the  problems  facing  the  enforce¬ 
ment  authorities  at  the  present  time — the  need  to  ensure  that  specialist 
foodstuffs  imported  for  specific  consumption  by  a  growing  immigrant 
population  comply  with  United  Kingdom  food  regulations. 

A  number  of  samples  were  pre-packed  for  retail  sale  and  on  eight 
occasions  labelling  irregularities  were  found.  These  irregularities  would 
only  represent  an  offence  against  the  Labelling  Regulations  when  the 
products  were  offered  for  sale.  Nevertheless  they  were  noted  in  the  reports 
so  that  the  importers  could  be  warned  and  take  suitable  action  to  correct 
the  labels.  Such  samples  included  flour  confectionery,  several  meat  pro¬ 
ducts  of  Chinese  origin  and  maple  butter. 

The  30  samples  of  tomato  puree  represented  six  consignments  from 
Hungary,  Greece,  Turkey  and  Spain.  These  were  examined  for  mould 
content  using  the  Howard  mould  count  technique.  The  maximum  limit 
for  this  count  is  50  per  cent  positive  fields;  all  six  consignments  complied 
with  this  limit,  the  overall  average  mould  count  for  all  samples  examined 
being  34  per  cent  positive  fields. 

All  samples  of  drinking  water  were  found  to  be  wholesome  subject 
to  a  satisfactory  bacteriological  report. 
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